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City Championships
Left: Einar Johansen
from Merrill Lynch
was the fastest man
on the day, to become
the Super FIS
Champion

Sun,

Right: Alain Baxter,
left, meets Snow +
Rock’s Richard Parker,
centre, and former
Formula One World
Champion Damon Hill

snow
and

celebrity skiiers

Former British
Olympic silver
medallist hurdler Colin
Jackson, left, prepares
for his run

There was plenty of action both on the piste
and off it when famous names met the City’s
finest in the shadow of Mont Blanc

W

HAT do comedian Marcus
Brigstocke, Formula One World
Champion Damon Hill, world
record hurdling athlete Colin
Jackson and a couple of hundred men and
women from London’s financial community have in common?
They all took part in this year’s Air
France City Ski Championships held last
weekend in the pretty resort of
Courmayeur, set at the foot of the
European Union’s highest mountain,
Mont Blanc.
There was great excitement at the
expertise of Einar Johansen of Merrill
Lynch, Peter Bradshaw of Accenture and
Robert Brown of RBS who displayed great
talent and speed as they raced.
Laura Westmacott of ABC News and
Sarah Mann of Goldman Sachs headed up
the strongest-ever women’s field.
Meanwhile, sports commentator Matt
Chilton provided lively reports as other
skiers bumped into the gates.

RACING WEEKEND
Now established as one of the
best-organised racing weekends in the ski
season for expert skiers and amateurs
alike (not to mention stand-up comedians
and world class sportsmen), the event is
not just about going up and down
mountains. In the finish paddock and the

resort’s restaurants and bars there was
plenty of partying too.
As participants had the opportunity to
meet their peers from the City as well as
race against them, there were as many
business cards swapped and deals done as
there were shots being downed in the
apres-ski.
Absolutely anyone can take part regardless of their skiing talents but some of the
racing was as good as anything you would
see on the BBC’s Ski Sunday (which uses
the same race course).
The weekend, brilliantly organised by
Momentum Ski, is part of the City
Championships programme, which
includes polo, sailing, golf and shooting
across the year.
Next year is the tenth anniversary of
City Ski Championships and it already
promises to be the biggest and the best of
the lot — the flight home was full of the
cries of participants promising: “We’ll
be back!”

2009 | HOW TO ENTER
Next year’s event takes place 19-22 March and will be
the 10th anniversary of the City Ski Championships,
so big celebrations are planned!
Numbers will be limited to 220. To reserve your team
place, a deposit of £200 is required.
Please contact Kate Mackenzie on 020 7863 8813 or
email her at kate@citychampionships.com.
Visit www.citychampionships.com for further details.

The starting gate at
Courmayeur, below
Laura Westmacott,
left, from ABC News
won the ladies’ FIS
event

Left: Peter Beardshaw
of Accenture won the
Men’s Championship
Right: Sarah Mann
from Goldman Sachs
took the ladies’ prize

Above: The winning
RBS team of Trevor
Fowell, Mathias
Westling, Robert
Brown and David
Rorke

